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Introduction 

 
The Tigard-Tualatin School District’s mission is to educate every child.  We know our students 
will live in a diverse world with increasingly complex and demanding challenges.  As middle 
level educators, we are responsible for preparing young people both to meet those challenges 
and to choose their own best paths to follow.  
 
Our commitment is to create the best possible structure, educational environment, curriculum, 
and instruction to guide our students toward the paths that lead to productive and fulfilling lives.  
 
Middle school students learn by being directly engaged in their own learning process.  They 
need to be actively involved in groups and yet feel personal and individual success.  

 

 

Twality Vision Statement 
 

Our Twality community includes everyone, values all voices, and 
celebrates kindness and learning.  

We persevere, advocate, reflect and THRIVE!  
 

We do our P.A.R.T. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Twality Middle School  
7th/8th Grade Programs of Study 

 
Grade 7 Grade 8 
Rendezvous Rendezvous 
Language Arts Language Arts 
Social Studies Social Studies 
Mathematics Mathematics 
Science Science 
Wellness Wellness  

    

   

   

  
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



7TH GRADE ELECTIVE CHOICES 8th GRADE ELECTIVE CHOICES 

  Intermezzo Choir 
*Concert Choir 
*Treble Choir 
Intermediate Orchestra 
Drama 7 (semester or full year) 
Spanish 1A (full year) 
*Intermediate Brass /Percussion  
*Intermediate Woodwinds 
*Advanced Band 
*Jazz Band 
Art I 
Ceramics 
Digital Journalism (TNN) 
Digital Publications (Yearbook) 
Digital Technology 
S.T.E.A.M. 
Inspire 
Peer Tutor 
*Available with teacher approval.  See 7th grade 
course descriptions. 

Intermezzo Choir 
*Concert Choir 
*Treble Choir 
*Advanced Orchestra 
Drama 8 (semester or full year) 
*Advanced Drama 
*Spanish 1B (full year) 
*Intermediate Brass/Percussion 
*Intermediate Woodwinds 
*Advanced Band 
*Jazz Band 
Art II 
Ceramics 
*Ceramics 8 
Digital Journalism (TNN) 
Digital Publications (Yearbook) 
Digital Technology 
S.T.E.A.M.  
Advanced S.T.E.A.M.  
Inspire 
Elementary Mentor 
Peer Tutor 
*Teacher/Office Assistant 
*Available with teacher approval.  See 8th grade 
course descriptions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Middle School Mathematics 
 
TTSD has adopted the Holt McDougal and College Preparatory Mathematics (CPM) curriculums 
for middle school math.  Holt, coupled with CPM is a rich, distributed, integrated mathematics 
curriculum that enables more students to succeed in the district mathematics sequence.  They 
integrate basic skills and topics with conceptual understanding and problem-solving strategies 
to achieve a complete and balanced math curriculum.  Through CPM and Holt, a variety of 
methodologies will be used including: direct instruction, class discussions, manipulatives and 
structured study teams.  
 
Math 6 
Students will learn to:  

● Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems. 
● Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division of fractions by 

fractions. 
● Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers and find common factors and multiples. 
● Apply and extend previous understanding of numbers to the system of rational numbers. 
● Apply and extend previous understanding of arithmetic to algebraic expressions. 
● Reason about and solve one-variable equations and inequalities. 
● Represent and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent and independent 

variables. 
● Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, surface area and volume. 
● Develop understanding of statistical variability. 
● Summarize and describe distributions. 

 
Math 7 
Students will: 

● Develop an understanding of proportional relationships and be able to apply proportional 
relationships. 

● Develop an understanding of operations with rational numbers. 
● Work with expressions and linear expressions. 
● Solve problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions. 
● Work with two and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface 

area and volume. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Advanced Math 7 
Students will: 

● Develop an understanding of proportional relationships and be able to apply proportional 
relationships. 

● Develop an understanding of operations with rational numbers. 
● Work with expressions and linear expressions. 
● Solve problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions. 
● Work with two and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface 

area and volume. 
● Analyze two and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity 

and congruence. 
● Solve linear equations and systems of linear equations. 

 
Math 8 
Students will: 

● Formulate and reason about expressions and equations including modeling an 
association in bivariate data with linear equations. 

● Solve linear equations and systems of linear equations. 
● Grasp the concept of a function and use functions to describe quantitative relationships. 
● Analyze two and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity 

and congruence. 
● Understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem. 

 
Algebra I 
Students will: 

● Work with quantities and rates including simple and linear expressions and equation 
forms. 

● Learn function notation and language for describing characteristics of functions including 
the concepts of domain and range. 

● Use regression techniques to describe relationships between quantities. 
● Extend the laws of exponents to rational exponents. 
● Create and solve equations, inequalities and systems of equations involving quadratic 

expressions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Geometry 
Topics of study include properties of triangles, polygons, and circles and properties of 
three-dimensional geometric figures including area, surface area and volume. Reasoning skills 
and problem solving are emphasized throughout the course. Algebra concepts are used and 
reviewed throughout the course to continue to prepare students for advanced mathematics 
studies. 

Math Academy 
This class is designed to provide extra support and guidance to further students’ understanding 
of math concepts.  Students will also improve and advance their general math skills. In 6th 
grade Math Academy students learn and practice essential foundational skills for middle school 
math. In 7th and 8th Math Academy students will also practice foundational skills as well as 
preview/reviews grade level math content.  

*High School Credit for Middle School Students
Students choosing to take a high school course will receive the grade earned in the class on 
their middle school transcript, but will not receive high school credit. 



7th Grade Core Course Descriptions 
  
Language Arts 7 (Required)   
Grade 7 Full Year Course 
Writing is used as a tool to learn, reflect, and communicate for a variety of audiences and 
purposes.  Students communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, 
anecdotes, and details.  They learn to structure information in clear sequence, making 
connections and transitions among ideas, sentences, and paragraphs.  They must demonstrate 
knowledge of spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing.  We use a variety of 
writing forms (e.g. journals, essays, short stories, poems, research papers, business 
communications, and technical writing) to express ideas and multiple media to create projects, 
presentations, and publications.  The students are asked to reflect upon and evaluate their own 
writing.  Students will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate proficiency in the analytical 
traits of organization, ideas and content, sentence fluency and conventions through writing work 
samples.  
 
Students are taught to comprehend a variety of printed materials.  We use research based 
reading strategies to increase comprehension and learning.  We read a variety of literary forms 
(e.g. novels, poems, plays, short stories, autobiographies, essays) of varying complexity from 
different cultures and time periods.  Through these readings, the students learn to evaluate how 
the form of a literary work and the use of literary elements and devices (e.g. setting, plot, theme, 
character, word choice, point of view, tone, language) contribute to the work’s message and 
impact.  Students are expected to meet or exceed the standard on the statewide 7th grade 
reading and writing assessments. 
 
 
Social Studies 7 (Required)   
Grade 7 Full Year Course 
This course is designed to broaden a student’s cultural awareness and understanding of 
information, concepts, and relationship in their study of the history of Western Europe.  Students 
will learn to interpret events, issues, and developments within and across eras of world history 
from Ancient Greece through World War II.  Geography skills and current events are included. 
  
 
Life Science (Required)   
Grade 7 Full Year Course 
The general topics for 7th grade science are a study of plants, animals, and microorganisms. 
Key topics included are: cytology, botany, microbiology, classification, invertebrates, and 
vertebrates.  During laboratory sessions, students perform dissections and conduct many 
activities that require a “hands on” approach with emphasis on the scientific method. 
  

 



Wellness - PE & Health (Required) 
Grade 7 Full Year Course 
The activity component of this class exposes students to a wide range of team and individual 
physical activities as well as numerous health fitness activities.  The activity component is 
combined with the 8th grade activity component in a two-year curriculum.  Health units studied 
include: (1) physical fitness and wellness; (2) alcohol, tobacco, and drugs; (3) systems of the 
body; (4) human growth and development; (5) diseases. 
 
 
Pre-Algebra (Required) 
Grade 7 Full Year Course 
Pre-algebra will focus on: analyzing and representing linear functions, solving linear equations 
and systems of linear equations to prepare students for Algebra in 8th grade.  Other concepts 
covered are numbers and operations, data analysis and summarizing data sets, and developing 
an understanding of and use of formulas to determine surface area and volume and analyzing 
two-and three-dimensional spaces and figures by using distance and angle.  This course is 
designed to meet local, state and national curriculum standards. 
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



7th Grade Elective Course Descriptions 
  
Intermezzo Choir  
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Intermezzo Choir is a full-year class open to all 7th and 8th grade boys and girls.  In this class, 
students will learn how to sing with confidence and how to read music.  There are three 
concerts and there is no audition, just come to class and be ready to sing! 
  
 
Concert Choir (Audition Required)  
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Concert Choir is a full-year, advanced choir class for 7th and 8th grade boys and girls.  Concert 
Choir represents the school at several concerts and community performances throughout the 
year.  An audition is required and singers must be confident musicians and willing to attend all 
performances.  Teacher approval required. 
  
 
Treble Choir (Audition Required)  
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Treble Choir is a full-year class for 7th and 8th grade girls only.  This is an advanced choir for 
girls with multiple performances at school and around the community.  An audition is required 
and singers must be willing to attend all performances.  Teacher approval required. 
 
 
Intermediate Orchestra   
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in 6th grade Beginning Orchestra or consent of 
Director  
Grade 7 Full Year Course 
Designed for students in their second year of playing a string instrument, Intermediate 
Orchestra is a continuation from the beginning level of orchestra.  Students will study more 
challenging techniques, music with greater complexity, and increasingly varied styles in addition 
to having more performance opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Drama 7   
Grade 7 Semester and Full Year 
This is an introductory class to acting.  Students begin with mime and story acting. 
Improvisation helps students to develop creativity, structure, and characterizations, which lead 
into short scripted scenes.  Puppetry is studied, as students write a puppet play, make a puppet, 
and present their puppet shows.  There is no prerequisite for this class.  
  
 
Spanish 1A  
Grade 7 Full Year Course  
1st year of a 2 year Spanish program that counts for Spanish 1 at THS and TuHS.  Learn how 
to speak, listen, read, and write in Spanish.  There is daily homework and review in this high 
school level class.  Friday culture days study the 21 Spanish speaking countries with artwork, 
food, dance, geography, and more. 
 
 
Intermediate Brass/Percussion and Intermediate Woodwinds 
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Intermediate Band is a full year class open to all 7th and 8th grade students who have 
successfully completed 6th grade beginning band or have completed a year of band or lessons 
elsewhere.  Instruments are woodwinds, brass and percussion.  NO audition required. 
 
 
Advanced Band 
Grade 8 Full Year Course 
Advanced Band is a full-year course.  Some 7th grade students will be invited to join early, 
please see Ms. Hasuike if you want to join Advanced Band as a 7th grade student.  Daily home 
practice required.  Teacher approval required. 
 
 
Jazz Band  
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Jazz Band is a full year class and is open to all qualified 7th and 8th grade students by audition. 
Instruments included:  Saxes, trumpet, trombone, bass, piano, drums, and guitar.  Daily home 
practice, enrollment is an approved music course (usually Intermediate Band or Advanced 
Band), and participation in performances and rehearsals are required.  Teacher approval 
required. 
 
 
 

 



Art I  
Grade 7 Semester Course 
Students will focus on developing skills which include drawing, painting, printmaking, collage 
and sculpture.  Students will begin building skills in a variety of art media while developing an 
understanding of the elements and principles of design.  Projects will focus on art history and 
culture with an emphasis on personal vision and expression of the individual. 
 
 
Ceramics  
Grades 7-8 Semester Course 
In this class, you will learn hand-building techniques to create functional and sculptural artwork. 
Projects will involve pinch, coil and slab building methods.  Surface decoration, glazing, and 
firing techniques will also be explored during this course.  Students will study historical and 
contemporary examples of pottery and use them as inspiration for their work.  
 
 
Digital Journalism (TNN) 
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
In this class you will be responsible for producing both our TNN Morning Announcements and 
publishing Twality’s Student Online Website.  This class will be offered for one period only. 
Students will also be responsible for creating SRR (Safe, Respectful, and Responsible) 
presentations using a variety of media techniques including video and animation.  Students will 
learn advanced techniques on how to report current events as well as how to research and 
produce documentaries, PSA’s (Public Service Announcements) and human-interest stories 
about activities at Twality and in the community.  Students should be able to demonstrate an 
interest and ability to write, report and document activities both at Twality and in our community. 
Students will be expected to occasionally report on and film or photograph after school activities 
and events.  Priority will be given to 8th grade students who have previously been enrolled in 
one of Twality’s Computer Technology classes.  Incoming 8th grade students must have the 
instructor’s permission to forecast for this class and/or get recommendations from two of their 
current teachers.  Incoming 7th grade students will be required to get recommendations from 
two of their current teachers.  Regular attendance and recommendation from any previous 
teacher is required.   
 
 
Digital Publications (Yearbook)  
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
In this class you will be responsible for producing both the Twality Middle School Yearbook and 
the end of the year “Video Yearbook”.  This class will be offered for one period only.  Students 
will learn what makes a professional photograph by practicing advanced photography 
techniques and how to create captions that explain the story behind their photos.  Students will 

 



also learn how to create their own portfolio and the various ways they can package it for 
presentation.  Students will learn how to produce and screencast “explainer” and “how to” 
videos to be used to teach their peers.  Students may be expected to occasionally film or 
photograph after school activities and events.  Incoming 8th grade students must have the 
instructor’s permission to forecast for this class and/or get recommendations from two of their 
current teachers.  Incoming 7th grade students will be required to get recommendations from 
two of their current teachers.  Regular attendance and recommendation from any previous 
teacher is required.  
  
 
Digital Technology 
Grades 7-8 Semester Course 
This class can only be repeated with the instructor’s permission.  This class includes curriculum 
from 3 classes previously known as Superior Technology, Beginning Digital Communications 
and Computer Coding.  Students will learn advanced photography, video and digital animation 
techniques, as well as how to podcast audio, stream video and communicate their ideas through 
websites and blogs.  Students will also learn both basic and advanced computer coding skills. 
Students will learn advanced techniques in desktop publishing, word processing, and how to 
use spreadsheet software to allow their computer to work for them.  Students will learn how to 
create superior projects for all of their classes.  Students will learn the history of technology, 
including how it has evolved to its present state allowing them to use their own critical thinking 
to predict what digital technology will look like in the future.   
  
 
S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) 
Grades 7-8 Semester Course 
In this class you will get hand on experience solving problems. S.T.E.A.M. students this past 
year have used their creativity to design rockets, roller coasters, vinyl stickers, cartoons, video 
games, 3D objects, ziplines, robots, solar cars, and bridges.  They have survived a zombie 
apocalypse and inhabited Mars.  Come tinker, experiment, and discover in the S.T.E.A.M. lab. 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 
 
 
INSPIRE 
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Are you interested in Social Justice?  If you like working with other students, using art, and 
technology as a way to express your learning, and you are interested in current issues, our 
INSPIRE class could become one of your favorites!  We discuss and learn about current hot 
topics, such as immigration, women’s rights, poverty and racial issues.  INSPIRE offers a safe 
place to talk about these current issues; everyone’s opinion is valued and respected.  Ask Ms. 
Rodriguez about INSPIRE today! 

 



Peer Tutor  
(Prerequisite: Teacher Signature) 
Grade 7-8 Semester Course 
Peer Tutoring is offered as a Pass/Fail elective course.  Peer tutoring is a student working with 
another student in a one-to-one helping relationship, small group leadership role, discussion 
leadership role, tutoring, or some other interpersonal helping role. You will gain a great deal as 
a Peer Tutor.  Your own study skills and content area knowledge will expand as you assist 
another student.  In addition, you will learn organization, communication, and cooperative skills 
that you will be able to use later in life.  You will also develop skills in teaching and mentoring. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



8th Grade Core Course Descriptions 
  
Language Arts 8 (Required)  
Grade 8 Full Year Course 
The purpose of this course is to build a student’s competence in written and oral communication 
as well as reinforcing concepts of the writing traits, organization, ideas, content, sentence 
fluency, and conventions through writing work samples. The students will construct a variety of 
simple and compound sentences, use appropriate phrases and clauses, and analyze and write 
effective paragraphs for the writing modes and exposition.  Students are taught to proofread, 
edit, and revise written work.  The curriculum also provides instruction and practice in study 
skills, such as listening, note taking, organizing study tasks and time, organizing information, 
reading and comprehending, researching, reporting, evaluating, and test taking.  Students are 
expected to meet or exceed the performance standard in reading for Benchmark III. 
  
Social Studies 8 (Required)  
Grade 8 Full Year Course  
This course is a study of U.S. government and U.S. history with the concept of citizenship 
strongly emphasized.  Students will develop an understanding of how history has affected the 
way in which we live and the relationship to our personal and public responsibilities.  Geography 
skills and current events are related to the curriculum. 
  
Earth Science (Required)  
Grade 8 Full Year Course 
The 8th grade science course is earth science.  Geology, astronomy, meteorology, and 
oceanography measurement are the key units of study in earth science.  Emphasis is on the 
use of the scientific method and “hands on” activities.  
  
Wellness - PE and Health (Required)  
Grade 8 Full Year Course 
The activity component of this class exposes students to a wide range of team and individual 
physical activities as well as numerous health fitness activities.  The activity component is 
combined with the 7th grade activity component in a two-year curriculum.  Health will sometimes 
take place in a classroom setting covering units in: (1) mental health; (2) substance abuse; (3) 
human growth and responsibility; (4) current health issues; (5) refusal skills; (6) health 
predictions; (7) how to handle peer pressure. 
 
 
 
 

 



Algebra I (Required) 
Grade 8 Full Year Course 
Topics include solving and graphing linear and quadratic functions, systems of equations, 
inequalities, proportions, rational expressions and statistics.  Problem solving is incorporated 
into each topic of study.  A scientific calculator is recommended for this course.  This is the first 
in a sequence of college preparatory courses, which will prepare students for postsecondary 
studies.  This course is designed to meet local, state and national curriculum standards. 
  
Social Studies (Required) 
Grade 8 Full Year Course 
This course is a study of U.S. government and U.S. history with the concept of citizenship 
strongly emphasized.  Students will develop an understanding of how history has affected the 
way in which we live and the relationship to our personal and public responsibilities.  Geography 
skills and current events are related to the curriculum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



8th Grade Elective Courses 
  
Intermezzo Choir  
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Intermezzo Choir is a full-year class open to all 7th and 8th grade boys and girls.  In this class, 
students will learn how to sing with confidence and how to read music.  There are three 
concerts and there is no audition, just come to class and be ready to sing! 
  
 
Concert Choir (Audition Required)  
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Concert Choir is a full-year, advanced choir class for 7th and 8th grade boys and girls.  Concert 
Choir represents the school at several concerts and community performances throughout the 
year.  An audition is required and singers must be confident musicians and willing to attend all 
performances.  Teacher approval required. 
  
 
Treble Choir (Audition Required)  
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Treble Choir is a full-year class for 7th and 8th grade girls only.  This is an advanced choir for 
girls with multiple performances at school and around the community.  An audition is required 
and singers must be willing to attend all performances.  Teacher approval required. 
 
 
Advanced Orchestra    
Grade 8 Full Year Course 
Advanced Orchestra is designed for students with 2 or more years of experience on string 
instruments.  Students will study shifting, vibrato, more difficult keys, advanced bowing 
techniques and music styles from classical to popular.  Any student who has not been involved 
with Twality’s orchestra program in the past should contact the director to arrange an audition. 
Audition and teacher approval required. 
 
 
Drama 8  
Grade 8 Semester Course or Full Year Course  
This class will include improvisation, acting, voice, and movement.  Students will work 
individually and in groups as they perform skits, scenes, and mimes.  Students will perform 
scripted scenes at the conclusion of the semester.  
  

 



Advanced Drama   
Grade 8 Full Year Course 
Advanced Drama will include scripted scenes, musical theatre, a “how-to audition” unit, and 
presentations by specialists on acting techniques, evening performances and monologue work. 
Students will work individually and in groups as they perform skits, scenes and mimes. There is 
a required evening performance for One Act Plays and a required evening performance 
for “Drama Nights”!  Audition or teacher approval required. 
 
  
Spanish 1B   
Grade 8 Full Year Course 
Successful completion of Spanish 1B will prepare students for entry in Spanish II at THS or 
TuHS and can fulfill a second language requirement for college admission.  Friday culture days 
explore the 21 Spanish speaking countries with artwork, food, dance, geography, and more. 
Prerequisite Spanish 1A. 
 
 
Intermediate Brass/Percussion and Intermediate Woodwinds 
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Intermediate Band is a full year class open to all 7th and 8th grade students who have 
successfully completed 6th grade beginning band or have completed a year of band or lessons 
elsewhere.  Instruments are woodwinds, brass and percussion.  NO audition required. 
 
 
Advanced Band 
Grade 7-8 Full Year Course 
Advanced Band is a full-year course open to 7th and 8th grade students who have successfully 
completed Intermediate Band or have completed two years of band or lessons elsewhere. 
Instruments are woodwinds, brass & percussion.  Daily home practice required.  Teacher 
approval required. 
 
 
Jazz Band  
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Jazz Band is a full year class and is open to all qualified 7th and 8th grade students by audition. 
Instruments included:  Saxes, trumpet, trombone, bass, piano, drums, and guitar.  Daily home 
practice, enrollment is an approved music course (usually Intermediate Band or Advanced 
Band), and participation in performances and rehearsals are required.  Teacher approval 
required. 
 
 

 



Art II  
Grade 8 Semester Course 
This course will continue the exploration of two and three-dimensional art pieces while building 
on the skills and knowledge provided in Art 7.  A variety of media will be revisited and explored 
in-depth.  Some art projects will be self-directed, fueled by the students’ own interests with 
inspiration from art history, cultures and contemporary art.  
  
Ceramics  
Grades 7-8 Semester Course 
In this class, you will learn hand-building techniques to create functional and sculptural pottery. 
Projects will involve pinch, coil and slab building methods.  Surface decoration, glazing, and 
firing techniques will also be explored during this course.  Students will study historical and 
contemporary examples of pottery and use them as inspiration for their work. 
 
 
Ceramics 8 
Grade 8 Full Year Course 
In this course you will build upon the hand-building techniques covered in 7th grade.  Students 
will also be introduced to the pottery wheel.  Projects will be self-directed, fueled by the 
students’ own interests with inspiration from art history, cultures and contemporary art. 
Prerequisite Ceramics, and teacher approval required. 
 
 
Digital Journalism (TNN) 
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
In this class you will be responsible for producing both our TNN Morning Announcements and 
publishing Twality’s Student Online Website.  This class will be offered for one period only. 
Students will also be responsible for creating SRR (Safe, Respectful, and Responsible) 
presentations using a variety of media techniques including video and animation.  Students will 
learn advanced techniques on how to report current events as well as how to research and 
produce documentaries, PSA’s (Public Service Announcements) and human-interest stories 
about activities at Twality and in the community.  Students should be able to demonstrate an 
interest and ability to write, report and document activities both at Twality and in our community. 
Students will be expected to occasionally report on and film or photograph after school activities 
and events.  Priority will be given to 8th grade students who have previously been enrolled in 
one of Twality’s Computer Technology classes.  Incoming 8th grade students must have the 
instructor’s permission to forecast for this class and/or get recommendations from two of their 
current teachers.  Incoming 7th grade students will be required to get recommendations from 
two of their current teachers.  Regular attendance and recommendation from any previous 
teacher is required.   
 

 



 
Digital Publications (Yearbook)  
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
In this class you will be responsible for producing both the Twality Middle School Yearbook and 
the end of the year “Video Yearbook”.  This class will be offered for one period only.  Students 
will learn what makes a professional photograph by practicing advanced photography 
techniques and how to create captions that explain the story behind their photos.  Students will 
also learn how to create their own portfolio and the various ways they can package it for 
presentation.  Students will learn how to produce and screencast “explainer” and “how to” 
videos to be used to teach their peers.  Students may be expected to occasionally film or 
photograph after school activities and events.  Incoming 8th grade students must have the 
instructor’s permission to forecast for this class and/or get recommendations from two of their 
current teachers.  Incoming 7th grade students will be required to get recommendations from 
two of their current teachers.  Regular attendance and recommendation from any previous 
teacher is required.  
  
 
Digital Technology 
Grades 7-8 Semester Course 
This class can only be repeated with the instructor’s permission.  This class includes curriculum 
from 3 classes previously known as Superior Technology, Beginning Digital Communications 
and Computer Coding.  Students will learn advanced photography, video and digital animation 
techniques, as well as how to podcast audio, stream video and communicate their ideas through 
websites and blogs.  Students will also learn both basic and advanced computer coding skills. 
Students will learn advanced techniques in desktop publishing, word processing, and how to 
use spreadsheet software to allow their computer to work for them.  Students will learn how to 
create superior projects for all of their classes.  Students will learn the history of technology, 
including how it has evolved to its present state allowing them to use their own critical thinking 
to predict what digital technology will look like in the future. 
 
 
S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) 
Grades 7-8 Semester Course 
In this class you will get hand on experience solving problems. S.T.E.A.M. students this past 
year have used their creativity to design rockets, roller coasters, vinyl stickers, cartoons, video 
games, 3D objects, ziplines, robots, solar cars, and bridges.  They have survived a zombie 
apocalypse and inhabited Mars.  Come tinker, experiment, and discover in the S.T.E.A.M. lab. 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 
 
 
 

 



Advanced S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) 
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
This class is for students who have taken at least one semester of S.T.E.A.M. (formerly known 
as STEM) and received a grade of B or higher.  Advanced S.T.E.A.M. students will improve their 
skills in rocketry and 3D design.  Advanced S.T.E.A.M. students will work in groups or 
individually on a S.T.E.A.M. topic of their choosing.  Teacher approval required. 
 
 
INSPIRE 
Grades 7-8 Full Year Course 
Are you interested in Social Justice?  If you like working with other students, using art, and 
technology as a way to express your learning, and you are interested in current issues, our 
INSPIRE class could become one of your favorites!  We discuss and learn about current hot 
topics, such as immigration, women’s rights, poverty and racial issues.  INSPIRE offers a safe 
place to talk about these current issues; everyone’s opinion is valued and respected.  Ask Ms. 
Rodriguez about INSPIRE today! 
 
 
Elementary Mentor   
Grade 8 Semester Course 
As an Elementary Mentor you will have the opportunity to work with kindergarten - 5th graders in 
the classroom at Templeton.  Duties include working one-on-one with students, running a small 
group or assisting the teacher in a math or reading class/lesson.  You may work on art projects, 
assist students at recess on the playground, or help students with computer projects/programs. 
If you like working with younger students this is the job for you!  Counselor approval required. 
 
 
Peer Tutor  
Grade 8 Semester Course 
Peer Tutoring is offered as a Pass/Fail elective course.  Peer tutoring is a student working with 
another student in a one-to-one helping relationship, small group leadership role, discussion 
leadership role, tutoring, or some other interpersonal helping role. You will gain a great deal as 
a Peer Tutor.  Your own study skills and content area knowledge will expand as you assist 
another student.  In addition, you will learn organization, communication, and cooperative skills 
that you will be able to use later in life.  You will also develop skills in teaching and mentoring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Teacher / Office Assistant   
Grade 8 Semester Course 
The goal of this course is to provide students with opportunities to practice basic vocational 
skills.  The students will be given various tasks to perform which they will have to organize in 
such a way as to complete them all.  The students will have to practice communication skills 
with their supervisors and others in the process of carrying out their responsibilities.  Teacher or 
staff member approval required. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarter Grades (9 Weeks) 
Students’ work is formally evaluated and grade reports are mailed to parents each quarter. 
Students also receive grade printouts from their grade level teams at least twice during the 
quarter.  Students and parents are encouraged to contact the classroom teacher if there 
appears to be an error on the report. 
 
Honor Roll 
Placement on the Honor Roll is awarded to all students who have attained at least a 3.50 G.P.A. 
 
Grade Point Average (G.P.A.) 
An overall grade point average is computed for each student at the end of each grading period 
(quarterly).  It includes all grades in academic subjects as well as in electives.  The G.P.A. is 
used to determine qualifications for Honor Roll (3.5 and higher).  G.P.A. is non-weighted and not 
cumulative. 
 
Computing the Grade Point Average (G.P.A.) 
In computing the grade point average, the following standard applies: 
“A”=4.0, “B”=3.0, “C”=2.0, “D”=1.0, and “F”=0.0 
  
  Parent / Guardian Responsibilities: 

● Set a regular study time each day, and establish a study area away from household 
distractions with a good light and space for studying. 

● Make sure students have the materials they need to do assignments (paper, dictionary, 
etc.) and a safe place to store them. 

● Have the student organize school materials; study notes, assignments, books, papers, 
etc. 

● Check the assignment calendar each evening and review the homework assignments 
with the student. 

● Be supportive and give assistance when students get frustrated or discouraged with 
particularly difficult assignments. 

● Contact the teacher to clear up any misunderstandings, troubleshoot problems, and be 
better informed about the student’s learning progress. 

  
Student Responsibilities: 

● Write down all assignments. 
● Be sure you understand the assignments. 
● Bring required materials home. 
● Set aside a regular time for studying. 
● Find a quiet, well-lit place to study. 
● Set timelines for completion of long-range assignments. 
● Complete the assignments and turn the assignments in by the specific due date.  

 




